BREED FEATURE

JUDGING THE PUMI

he Pumi is one of three

Hungarian herding
breeds, all of simi-
lar nrigin. represent-

ing reginna] variations
The

Puli originated in the eastern plains, the

within Hungary.

Mudi in che southern plains, and the Pumi
in the hilly Transdanubian region of west-
ern Hungary. These breeds are so closely
related thar even roday Pumi-appearing
puppies can be born in Puli litters, and
Mudi-appearing puppies could be born in
Pumi licters. Understanding the close rela-
tionship berween these breeds will assist a
judge in their prioritization of dogs when
judging each of these breeds.

The three breeds vary the most in coat
type, ear shape, and rails. The body types
are quite similar, all calling for a square,

light-bodied dog.

Head & Ears

The head shape of the Pumi is longer and
narrower than the Puli, with the muzzle
from 40-50% of the length of the head. The
stop is slight compared to the Puli’s which is
“defined, bur not abrupt”. The standard asks
for a “full complement” of teeth, and we ask
that judges check the dentition by pulling
the lips back to view the sides. If there are
any missing teeth {which is not common), it
is usually the premolars.

The ears are one of the most distinguish-
ing characteristics of the Pumi, and lends wo
its whimsical expression. The ears are erect,
with the top ¥ of the ear tipped over, the tips
pointing slightly to the sides. Judges will see
ears from V2 1o 14 tipped over, bur che ideal is
L4, Don't be fooled by a lot of hair on the ear
covering up an erect ear, which is a disquali-
fication. The fold of the ear is nor distiner,
and is more of a curve than a crease.

Body Shape
The Pumi was used for herding cartle,
sheep, and swine. They need w be quick
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to think and light on their feer, able o
change direction instantly. The Pumi is
moderately  angulated, with moderate
reach and drive. The picrure should be
of a tightly held together square, moving
in a very collected manner at a moderate
trot. The dogs bond very rightly to their
owners, and rarely will show for someone
they dont know. Typically they are cau-
tious of strangers, not backing away, but
not going up to them either. This is one
reason the Pumi is a rable breed. Where
they will stand very well for a judge o go
over them on the table, they do nor appre-
ciate a stranger hovering over them while
on the ground.

The Pumi is light-bodied, with the
depth of chest slightly less than the length
of leg. They are like a distance runner—
light-bodied and wiry, bur with good mus-
cling. The thigh muscling should be sur-
prisingly thick considering the lightness
of body. To betrer see this proportion, see

Fig. 2 for a shaved dog.

Coat

The coar is distinct among AKC breeds.
It is a mixture of hard and soft hair in a
50-50 proportion. The hard hair and the soft
hair are basically the same length. The hair

Figure 2: The chest s less than 50% of the height
of a Pumi
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Figure 3! Locks af hoir

Figure 4: Sorme of the cuds from a single Pumi

forms into locks of hair which is a distin-
guishing characteristic of the breed. 'The
hair must never be blown dry and Huffed
because it obscures the characteristic coar.
‘The coar is wet down prior to being shown
in order to form the curls and locks of hair,

These locks of hair vary in type and
shape over the bedy, from curls on the
back to corkscrews on the legs. A judge
must check for this type of cear, and for
the 50-50 proportion of hard and soft hair.
"The lacks of hair do not cord as in the Puli,
bur can easily be combed out, which chey
necd to have done abour once every 2-3

weeks. The hair is surprisingly resilient to
dirt and twigs, and whar doesn’t fall our,
the Pumi will pull our themselves.

Figure 5: Black and Tan Patlferned Purni (D03)
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Color

The Pumi can be almost any solid
color, but always with a black nosc and
black pigment. The accepred coat colors
are black, white, fawn, and any shade of
gray. Fawn should preferably have some
gray shading in it {i.e. it was also born
black and faded to fawn). Gray puppies
are born black and fade to gray, the same
as the Kerry Blue Terrier and silver Poo-
dle. Because of the graying process, the
coat may be a number of shades of gray
on the body, typically a bit lighter gray
on the legs and muzzle. This shading is
not the same as a black and tan partern
which is a disqualification {similar to the
phantom Poodle).

Figure &: Sdirkebordl Yodde of Abiguo

Tall

‘The tail forms a full circle on top of the
back of the Pumi, unlike the Puli which
blends inco the backline, or the sickle of
the Mudi. A judge should be able o sce
daylight in the inside circle of the tail.
This type of tail may hang straight when
at rest (which is not often), but should
always be in a full circle on the move.

What Judges Are Missing

We understand chat many times in the
Miscellaneous Class, the judge may never
have seen the breed before, and ics che
exhibitor’s chance to educate the judges
on their breed. | have found chart there is a

tendency to look for the “generic dog” and
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miss some of the breed-specific require-
ments. At first glance, the Pumi should
have a Pumi silhouerte, or outline. Very
square, uprighr, light-bodied, slightly slop-
ing topline, high rilset, and curled rail,
moving at moderate speed with very mod-

erate reach and drive—with a light step

and springy (not bouncy) mortion. Judges
seem to be finding the one with the most
reach and drive, which while it sarishes
many of the AKC breeds’ requirements,
that is not one for the Pumi.

Future Plans

The Pumi was able o enter compan-
ion and performance events as of January
2008, and in January 2011 entered the
Miscellaneous Class. There are 231 Pumik
registered with the AKC Foundarion Stock
Service (F55), and 30% of them have
obrained 352 AKC titles in obedience, ral-
ly, conformarion, agility, tracking, cours-
ing, and herding (in addition to non-AKC
titles in Ayball, freestyle, dock diving, and
nose work).

The Hungarian Pumi Club of America
has provided judges education seminars
in most of the main venues, and is will-
ing to provide more as requested, or o
answer any questions judges may have
abour the breed. There is a judges edu-
cational CD on the Pumi. Any judges
wanting a copy, please conract the author
at chris@abiquadogs.com.

BIO

Chris is the Judges Education Chair for
the Hungarian Pumi Club of America in
addition to being its President. She's had
Pumik for 15 years and was instrumen-
tal in importing a number of dogs from
Hungary and the Scandinavian countries.
She and ber husband, Tom, bhave accumu-
lated 5 World Winner titles, 2 European
Winner titles, and BOS at the Hungar-
ian Pumi Klulb Show with a bomebred.
Chris judges the Tervier and Non-Sporting
Groups plus a few other assorted breeds.

Figure 7 FCI infernational Champian, Hungarian, Polish, Finnish, Argentine, Mexican Champion,
ARBA Chompion of Champions, Argenting Grand Champion, Lafin American & Caribbean
Champion Gallg-Hegyi Gombde CM PT CA World Winner ‘05, ‘04, "07 0. Four times Nafional
Specialty BOB winner.

“At first glance, the Pumi should

HAVE A PUMI SILHOUETTE, OR OUTLINE.”
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